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THE POST-16 EDUCATION AND TRAINING INSPECTIONS REGULATIONS 2001

Part III of the Learning and Skills Act 2000 sets out the statutory framework for the inspection of post-16 education and training provision from 1 April 2001.  Among other things it makes provision for setting up the Adult Learning Inspectorate (ALI); the remits and functions of the ALI and OFSTED in inspecting post-16 education and training; joint inspections;
inspection reports; provider action plans; and the development and publication of the Common Inspection Framework.  

In particular, the Act gives the Secretary of State for Education and Employment powers to make regulations governing the remits of the two inspectorates, the conduct of joint inspections and the publication of provider action plans.  Following this note is a draft of the Post-16 Education and Training Inspections Regulations that we propose will be laid before Parliament to come into force on 1 April 2001.  We would welcome comments on these by 1 March 2001.  

Please send responses and comments about the proposed changes to:
David Collins
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“the Act” means the Learning and Skills Act 2000;

“Chief Inspector” means Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools in England;

“Inspectorate” means either the Adult Learning Inspectorate or the Chief Inspector;

“joint inspection” means an inspection by both the Adult Learning Inspectorate and the Chief Inspector;

“provider” means a person providing education or training;

“sole inspection” means an inspection by either the Adult Learning Inspectorate or the Chief Inspector;

“the two Inspectorates” means the Adult Learning Inspectorate and the Chief Inspector.

	(2)	Any reference in these Regulations to the Adult Learning Inspectorate includes a reference to the Chief Inspector of Adult Learning.







Establishing whether a joint inspection may be conducted

3.-(1)	An Inspectorate which is proposing to conduct an inspection pursuant to Part III of the Act must, before beginning such inspection, ascertain whether the education or training to be inspected falls within the remits of the two Inspectorates.

	(2)	The provider of the education or training to be inspected must give to an Inspectorate such information or other assistance as that Inspectorate may reasonably require for the purpose of enabling it to comply with the duty in paragraph (1) above.

	(3)	Where it appears to an Inspectorate that the education or training falls within the remits of the two Inspectorates, it must so inform the other Inspectorate and (where he had asked that the inspection be conducted) the Secretary of State.

Circumstances in which a joint inspection is to be conducted

4.	Where a person provides education or training which falls within the remits of the two Inspectorates:

(a)	the Secretary of State may require the two Inspectorates to carry out a joint inspection of the education or training under the direction of the Chief Inspector; or

(b)	the Chief Inspector may require the Adult Learning Inspectorate to participate in a joint inspection of the education or training under the direction of the Chief Inspector.

Planning a joint inspection

5.-(1)	A joint inspection must be carried out by a single team of inspectors made up of -

(a)	persons authorised under paragraph 5(1) of Schedule 1 to the School Inspections Act 1996(​[2]​)  by the Chief Inspector;

(b)	Inspectors of Adult Learning or persons authorised by the Chief Inspector of Adult Learning; or
(c)	a mixed group of such persons, 

in accordance with a plan prepared by the Chief Inspector.

	(2)	The plan must include details of the proportion of inspectors falling within paragraph (1)(a) and (b).

Reports following a joint inspection





(a)	must state whether the Chief Inspector considers the education and training inspected to be of a quality adequate to meet the reasonable needs of those receiving it, and

(b)	may deal with such other matters as he considers relevant.

	(3)	When making his written report, the Chief Inspector must reflect the collective judgement of the inspectors who conducted the joint inspection. 

	(4)	Subject to paragraph (3) above, section 62(5) to (7) of the Act applies to reports of joint inspections as it applies to reports following inspections under that section.

Action plans following a joint inspection

7.	The provider whose education or training is the subject of the report must prepare a written statement of the action which he proposes to take in the light of the report and the period within which that action is to be taken.

PART III
PUBLICATION OF ACTION PLANS

Publication etc. of action plans following inspection reports

8.-(1)	This regulation prescribes, for the purposes of section 58(3), 64(3) and 71(3) of the Act, the period within which the statement required to be prepared by section 58(2) or 64(2) of the Act or regulation 7 must be published, the manner of publication and the persons to whom copies must be sent.

	(2)	The person making the statement must -

(a)	publish it (in accordance with sub-paragraphs (b)) within two months from the date on which he receives the report (pursuant to section 56(5)(d) or 62(5)(c) of the Act or pursuant to section 62(5)(c) of the Act as applied by regulation 6(4));

(b) send copies of the statement to -

(i)	the Chief Inspector where the inspection was conducted by him or was a 	joint inspection; 

(ii)	the Adult Learning Inspectorate where the inspection was conducted by them or was a joint inspection;

(iii)	any body providing public funds to the provider in respect of the education or training which was the subject matter of the joint inspection.

(c)	send copies of the statement to -

(i)	the Chief Inspector where the inspection was conducted by him or was a 	joint inspection; 

(ii)	the Adult Learning Inspectorate where the inspection was conducted by them or was a joint inspection;

(iii)	the Learning and Skills Council for England; and







Remit of Adult Learning Inspectorate

9.	The training of persons who will themselves provide training mentioned in section 53(1)(b) or (d) of the Act is prescribed for the purpose of section 53(1)(c) of the Act (which provides that the Adult Learning Inspectorate’s remit includes such other education or training as may be prescribed).

Remit of Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools in England

10.-(1)	The following education and training is prescribed for the purposes of section 60(1)(d) of the Act (which provides that the extended remit of the Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools in England includes such other education or training as may be prescribed) -

(a)	LSC or HEFCE funded training, wherever conducted, to fit persons to be teachers or lecturers at institutions providing further education.

(b)	Education and training provided for persons outside the further education sector which is suitable to the requirements of those aged 16 or over but under 19 and funded wholly or partly by the Learning and Skills Council for England.












	                  Minister of State,





(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations make provision for joint inspections, by the Adult Learning Inspectorate and Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools in England, of those institutions which provide education or training which falls within the remits of both Inspectorates (which remits are set out in Part III of the Learning and Skills Act 2000).  They also make provisions for the publication of action plans following inspection and for expanding the remit of the Adult Learning Inspectorate and the Chief Inspector of Schools in England.

Part II makes provision with respects to joint inspections.

Regulation 3 requires each Inspectorate, when proposing to conduct an inspection of an education or training provider, to ascertain whether such provision falls within the remits of both Inspectorates and - if it does - to tell the other Inspectorate and the Secretary of State (where the latter had initially requested the inspection).  The provider must supply such information as is reasonably required by an Inspectorate for this purpose.

Regulation 4 requires a joint inspection to be conducted when the Secretary of State asks the two Inspectorates to conduct one.  The Chief Inspector may also initiate a joint inspection by the two Inspectorates.

Regulation 5 requires the Chief Inspector to draw up a plan in accordance with which the joint inspection will be conducted.

Regulation 6 deals with reports following joint inspections. It also requires the Chief Inspector’s report to reflect the collective judgements of those conducting the inspection, and applies provisions of the Act relating to publication and sending of copies of reports.

Regulation 7 requires an action plan to be published by the provider regulation 8 requires publication of the action plan within two months of receipt by him of the joint inspection report.  

Regulation 8 prescribes the persons to whom copies of action plans required to be prepared following  inspection reports must be sent.

Regulation 9 expands the remit of the Adult Learning Inspectorate to include the inspection of training provided to those who themselves train others.













^1	 () 2000 c.21.
^2	 () 1996 c.57.
